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English Translation of the picked up parts in claims of 
Japanese Patent Application No. 11-200572 (Title: Image 
Searching Method and Image Processing Method) 

An image is subjected to processing for extracting M 
types (M being one or more) of predetermined, specified 
geometric configurations therefrom and, as a result of such 
extracting, auxiliary information comprising a location and 
size, or a location, size and direction corresponding to N 
types (N being 0 or more) of geometric configurations is 
attached to data of the corresponding image and stored 
therewith; meanwhile, regarding L types (L being 1 to M) of 
the above-specified geometric configurations, an outline of 
a location and size, or a location, size and direction 
thereof is specified and, then, coincidence between the 
thus-specified outline and the auxiliary information 
attached to the data of the above-stored image is 
determined to read out an image having a coincidence degree 
over a given value. 

Further, images having temporal continuity are 
subjected to processing for extracting predetermined, 
specified geometric configurations for the images at given 
intervals of time or frame number and, based on a 
comparison between locations of a thus-extracted, given 
geometric configuration in different frames, a transfer 
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(moving) direction of an image corresponding to the given 
geometric configuration is determined and, then, auxiliary 
information comprising information of the geometric 
configuration and the thus-determined transfer (moving) 
direction of the image corresponding to the geometric 
configuration is attached to data of the corresponding 
image and stored therewith; meanwhile, regarding the images 
having temporal continuity, an outline of the geometric 
configuration and a direction of a moving vector thereof is 
specified at given intervals of time or frame number and, 
then, coincidence between the thus-specified outline and 
the auxiliary information attached to the data of the 
above-stored image is determined to read out an image 
having a coincidence degree over a given value. 

Further, regarding an image having audio information, 
audio information thereof is recognized and the thus- 
recognized audio information is attached to data of the 
corresponding image and stored therewith; meanwhile, 
regarding the image having the audio information, an 
outline of the audio information thereof is specified and, 
then, coincidence between the thus-specified outline of the 
audio information and the above-stored audio recognition 
information attached to the data of the image is determined 
to read out an image having a coincidence degree over a 
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given value. 

Further, regarding specified A (A being 1 or more) 
human individuals, their information comprising face images 
and names thereof are previously registered and, at the 
time of storing an image, auxiliary information comprising 
a location and size, or a location, size and direction, or 
presence or absence of a specified human individuals is 
attached to data of the corresponding image and stored 
therewith, by means of human individual identification 
processing using human individual extraction and the above- 
described human individual information; meanwhile, 
regarding specified B (B being 1 to A) human individuals, a 
location and size, or a location, size and direction, or 
presence or absence thereof is specified as a retrieving 
condition and, then, coincidence between the thus-specified 
retrieving condition and the auxiliary information of each 
stored image is determined to read out an image having a 
coincidence degree over a given value. 

Further, at the time of first print processing, a 
specified configuration or a specified subject is extracted 
from a print image to be auxiliary information which is 
then stored together with a processing parameter, or a 
processing parameter and image data and, at the time of 
second print processing at an order for reproduction of 



prints, image data is read from a previously processed 
print or a captured image storing medium, a specified 
configuration or a specified subject is extracted therefrom, 
coincidence between the thus-extracted, specified 
configuration or subject and the above-stored auxiliary 
information is determined, an image having a coincidence 
degree over a given value is retrieved and the thus- 
retrieved image is processed under the same image 
processing condition as that in the first print processing 
of the corresponding image. 



